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LASIK (Laser-Assisted In Situ Keratomileusis) is a
refractive surgery procedure that reshapes the cornea
using an excimer laser to cut a flap in the cornea.
Then, pulses from the laser penetrate and evaporate
a portion of the stroma and the flap is put back into
place leaving the patient’s refractive error corrected.

PRK (Photorefractive Keratectomy) is a refractive
procedure where the excimer laser is used precisely to
reshape the cornea without creating a corneal flap.
PRK may be safer for some people including those
with thin or irregular corneal tissue or those who are
high risk for eye injury. The technique involves gently
removing the outermost layer of the cornea, which will
require 5-7 days of healing. The excimer treatment is
performed on the surface of the cornea and a
bandage contact lens is placed to facilitate the
regrowth of corneal epithelium. Because there is no
flap, the structural integrity of the cornea is
maintained.

RLE (Refractive Lens Exchange) or sometimes
referred to as CLE (Clear Lens Exchange) is the
ultimate in visual freedom by reducing the need for
reading and distance glasses. The procedure involves
replacing your natural lens with a premium Intraocular
Lens (IOL) allowing you to see both distance and
close up. Many patients consider this as a
preventative procedure earlier in life as it eliminates

a patient's need for cataract surgery later in life.

Quick recovery - return to most
normal activities within 1-2 days
Little-to-no discomfort

« Minimally invasive

Monovision or Distance vision
correction

Longer recovery time - return to
most normal activities (including
driving/working) in approximately
5-7 days.

Possibility of discomfort for
approximately 5-7 days
Monovision or Distance vision
correction

« No corneal “flap”

More post-operative visits
Transportation required for
post-operative appointments
until cleared for driving (typically
5-7 days)

Great option for patients over 50
with Presbyopia

No loss of corneal tissue
Non-reversible - reduces the risk
for refractive changes

Removes the need for future
cataract surgery

Many vision correction options:
reading, intermediate and
distance vision, as well as
astigmatism correction
Treatment may include
astigmatism correcting laser



