


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The American Academy of Ophthalmology 
is the world's largest association of eye 
physicians and surgeons. A global community 

of 32,000 medical doctors, we protect sight 

and empower lives by setting the standards 
for ophthalmic education and advocating 
for our patients and the public. For more 

information, visit www.aao.org. 

COMPLIMENTS OF: 

Watch an iridotomy video from the 
American Academy of Ophthalmology's 
EyeSmart program at 
aao.org/iridotomy-link. 
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Risks of laser iridotomy 
Like any surgery, laser iridotomy carries 

risks. Fortunately, problems or complications 
are uncommon. Risks may include: 

• headache or brow pain 

• a sudden increase in eye pressure 

• eye redness, swelling or pain 

• bleeding in the eye 

• blurry vision or seeing streaks of light 

• cataract (clouding of the eye's naturally 
clear lens) 

• the need to have laser iridotomy again, 

or to need additional surgery 

Your ophthalmologist will talk with you 

about the risks and benefits of laser 

iridotomy. 
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Summary 
Laser iridotomy is a type of surgery to treat 

and prevent angle-closure glaucoma. This 

form of glaucoma is when your iris blocks 

fluid (called aqueous) from leaving the front 

of the eye as it should. Pressure in the eye 

rises and the optic nerve is damaged. Laser 

iridotomy helps fluid drain properly again, 

lowering your eye pressure. 

If you have glaucoma, it is important to see 

your ophthalmologist regularly to check for 

any eye and vision changes. 

If you have any questions about your 

eyes or your vision, speak with your 

ophthalmologist. He or she is committed 

to protecting your sight. 
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